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June 19, 2015 

City of Ashland; Public Art Commission 

Watershed Art Group; Pacific Fisher Sculpture 

 

1. Maintenance information, how to clean and what to do if damaged 

The Pacific Fisher sculpture, created by artist Jeremy Criswell, is constructed of a steel rebar core 
covered with a special blend of concrete which allows for maximum durability in all types of weather 
conditions. It will be bolted to a metal concrete filled base on a concrete pad, for permanent, 
durable and maintenance free use. In the case of dirt and mud splattering on the sculpture, a bucket 
with water and a stiff brush is all that should be required.   

In the case of damage to the sculpture by vandals or some unforeseen forces, the sculpture has 
been designed to be unbolted from the base, and could be taken to the artist’s studio for repair.  
Because the components are ceramic tiles, made by the artist and glass mosaic pieces, set in a 
cement base, repair should be straightforward. The artist will need to be compensated for the 
repair, and an agreement between the City and the artist will need to be made. 

 

2. Construction details including involving the City Engineer 

The steel rebar armature runs through the core of the entire Fisher and through the base.  Worked 
into this armature is specially designed mounting hardware that would allow for simple, permanent 
installation at the site.  

Public Works Director Mike Faught and the City Engineer met at the Public library to inspect the 
sculpture.  The City engineer will supply a drawing of the installation requirements in conjunction 
with the artist. This will indicate how it to be installed and how that satisfies city engineering 
requirements, taking into consideration structural integrity and liability concerns, 

 

3. Location; Including maps and input from the City 

After lengthy consideration with the City, Forest Service, Parks Commission and AFR, we have 
designated a site at the beginning of Bandersnatch trail. 

Issues to be considered in determining location: 
  accessibility 
  stability 
  possibility of moving the sculpture, trail accessibility 
  Protection of the watershed 
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The actual site for this sculpture was chosen by Public Works and will be marked  and available 
for commissioners to view the location. 

Property ownership of this location is City of Ashland.  

 

See attached maps 

 

4. Plan for selecting future projects, involving the PAC in selection 

Additional requests for proposals for the Art Trail will be written and selected in conjunction with the 
Public Arts Commission.  The Watershed Arts Group will write guidelines for outside projects which may 
result from the interest in the Art Trail. At this time, Watershed Arts group has adequate funding to 
install this piece. 

 

5. Signage plan 
The sculpture installation will include a permanent sign, with information on the Pacific Fisher as 
well as the support of the Public Arts Commission and the City of Ashland.  A standardized signage 
system will be developed for this project and additional projects to tie the Art Trail together, 
providing information on the work and recognizing the support by the Funding sources and the City. 
The specifics of signage have not yet been determined. 
 

6. A more comprehensive plan for the art trail is being developed, with cooperation from the City. 
 

7. In the future, the watershed art group would like to bring the project to the PAC to develop a call to 
artists and to allow the PAC to make the selection. 

 

 

 

For additional questions, or for further information, please contact Pam Marsh 541 282‐4516, Stef 
Seffinger, or Sue Springer 541 601‐6406 









Possible Selection Panel Members Gateway Project 

A total of 7 members: 1 neighbor, 1 City Administrator, 2 community members at large, 3 art 
professionals 

• Bruce Baird (visionary of a public art commission and original member of the Public Art 
Commission) 

• Carol Davis or John Davis (Carol served as chair of the PAC and was instrumental envisioning 
the gateway project and served on the Ashland School Board, John was the owner of Davis and 
Cline Art Gallery on A Street) 

• Marlene Alt (SOU) 

• Sue Springer (local artist) 

• Christian Burchard 

• Matt Small (local architect and has served on previous Selection Panels) 

• Bruce Richey (local architect) 

• Erica Leppman (SOU Schneider Art Museum) 

• Jamie Hutchinson (local resident and served on the Selection Panel for the Plaza and Fire Station 
No. 2) 

• Denise Baxter (local artist) 

• Judy Howard (local artist and served on the Selection Panel for the Plaza) 

• Amy Blossom (Librarian could serve as neighbor of the project) 

• City Administration (Scott Fleury) 

• Others? 

B. Selection Panel. A selection panel, separate from the Public Art Commission, consisting of art 
professionals and enthusiasts, residents near the proposed site, community members, and city 
administrators will be chosen to evaluate the proposals received from artists. A different selection panel 
shall be chosen for each project by the Commission after the following notifications have been made: 

1. An ad is placed in a newspaper of general circulation in the city, 

2. Postcards are sent out to all property owners located within 300 feet of the proposed site, and 

3. A notice is placed on the city’s website. 



Sandy Friend 6/15/2015 Suggestions for Selection Panel 

I don’t have any new folks to add to our list but my choices for the various 
categories would be as you see below. I would put Sue in the neighbor category to 
add an additional art professional. And in the community member category, Bruce, 
Matt, Christian and Denise would also add to the consort of art professionals. 

Art Professionals 

First choice: Bruce Baird, Carol or John Davis, Judy Howard 

Second Choices: Marlene Alt (emeritus sculpture professor), Erika Leppmann (photography 
professor), Renee Allen (adjunct sculpture professor) 

Neighbor 

Sue Springer 

Community Members (any) 

Amy Blossom, Bruce Richey, Matt Small, Denise Baxter Jamie Hutchinson, Christian Burchard 
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DRAFT 
Call for Artists 

 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
Public Art in Downtown Ashland 

 
The Project  
The City of Ashland Public Art Commission (PAC) seeks to commission an artist to create outdoor public art 
along a 14 foot wide pedestrian path linking Main Street to Thomas Theatre.  This is a long heavily used 
concrete path located between two buildings.  It is both sterile and uninviting.   The site was chosen for 
improvement by the downtown beautification committee. 
 
The application deadline is 5:00 p.m. January 29, 2016. 
 
Project Intent 
The vision for this project is to add a signature permanent installation of contemporary art.  The piece should 
enhance the space and be as visually interesting at night as during the day by incorporating light.  The space 
where the art is to be placed is a span 60 feet long and 14 feet wide and can be used in part or in total.  
Adjacent buildings are approximately 10 to 20 feet tall. While the art piece must be created independent of 
adjacent building walls, it must be affixed to the top or exposed side of a low concrete stem wall, which 
extends the length of the walkway on the east side without compromising structural integrity of said wall.  The 
PAC is specifically seeking an original artistic vision for this portal between the Thomas Theatre and Main 
Street that:  
 
 Enhances the experience of pedestrians on the walkway and adjacent sidewalks. 
 Create a sense of place and pride by establishing a  distinctive landmark within the downtown core 
 Is a site specific engaging art work encouraging use of the walkway   
 Is compatible within the space in terms of scale, material, form, content, and safety considerations. 
 Requires minimum conservation and maintenance  
 Complies with the city light ordinance 
 
Criteria 
The Public Art Commission will evaluate all submissions based on the following criteria: 

 Professional Qualifications 
 Proven artistic merit of prior relevant work 
 Placemaking experience with original artistic vision 
 Experience fabricating and installing permanent artwork suitable for the outdoor environment 
 Experience working within the collaborative processes in public setting 
 Project management experience 
 Statement of conceptual approach to this project 

 
Only artists who meet these criteria should apply.  References provided as part of this application will be 
contacted prior to final selection. 
 
Eligibility  
This opportunity is open to established professional artists living in the western United States including the 
states of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, Colorado, California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and New 
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Mexico.  Applicants should have experience creating, fabricating and installing public art.   Only professional 
artists with reviewable portfolios are eligible to submit qualifications. 
 
The selected artist will work with the Public Art Commission to align and coordinate the goals and objectives 
of the project.  Applicants who wish to be considered for this project should have experience creating durable 
outdoor public art pieces, working within the public process, working with stakeholders and a proven ability to 
fabricate their own work or to work with fabricators and installers. The design must be original, demonstrate 
artistic excellence and reflect the goals and objectives developed in conjunction with the committee.  It must 
be designed to be adequately and safely displayed, maintained and secured. 
 
The selected artist will be required to provide evidence of appropriate liability, property damage, and workers 
compensation insurance while working on the site. 
 
 
The Award  
 Up to $75,000 will be awarded to the selected artist or artist team.  This budget includes artwork design, 

fabrication, delivery and installation of the art work, as well as the artist fee, travel, up to three meetings 
and other direct costs.  

 
The Process 

January 29, 2016 is the deadline for submittals.  The Public Art Commission will review the 
submittals, and select the finalist who will be notified by April 30, 2016.  
 

How to Apply  
Artists interested in this project must prepare and submit a single PDF and include the following:  
1. Letter of Interest (Required):  A letter not to exceed two pages outlining your interest in this project, 

experience working on comparable projects and a statement of conceptual approach including lighting.  
Letter must include address, email, and web site of artist. 
 

2. Professional Resume (Required). A resume not to exceed two pages.  Include artist training, professional 
experience, and design and experience in environmental design.   If submitting as a team, submit a resume 
for each team member.  

 
3. Images (Required).  A maximum of ten (10) images of a variety of prior projects.  Ten images per 

application, not per team member.  At least four of these images must be of relevant outdoor public art 
pieces. Each image must be numbered and include the title, date of completion/installation, media, 
dimensions (height x width x depth, in feet), location, final project cost and a brief description of the work.  
Include the artist name. 

 

4. Professional References (Required): A list of three (3) prior permanent public art project references with 
contact information (name, title, organization, mailing address, phone number, and email address), the 
name and location of the art work,  and a brief description of the relationship. 

 

5. Support Materials (Optional): A maximum of three (3) pieces of support materials, such as exhibition 
announcements, reviews, or newspaper clippings. 
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As noted above, the entire submission must be a single PDF.  Submissions must be submitted electronically as 
an email attachments and received by 5: p.m. on January 29, 2016. 

 

Email the submission to: 
seltzera@ashland.or.us 
 
 
Additional Information  
If you have any questions or need any additional information, please call Ann Seltzer at (541) 552-2106 or 
email her at seltzera@ashland.or.us 
 
Information about the site 

 
 Photographs of site 
 Map of site 
[Create and insert] 
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